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Collecting Evidence in 

Student Voice

How can your students

…communicate the learning targets

…their progress toward the targets

…resources they can access

…thinking strategies to achieve the targets



Studies Indicate...

 When students were clear in advance 

about what they were learning, 

achievement was 34% higher.

 Evidence of clear learning objective is 

present in 4% of classrooms.

Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning. (2000). Asking the right questions:  A 

school change toolkit.  Retrieved April 7, 2009, from 

http://www.mcrel.org/toolkit/process/ex-standards.asp

http://www.mcrel.org/toolkit/process/ex-standards.asp
http://www.mcrel.org/toolkit/process/ex-standards.asp
http://www.mcrel.org/toolkit/process/ex-standards.asp


Our Learning Target:

 I can use at least one strategy to have my 

students reflect on their progress toward 

learning targets in my classroom.



Formative Assessment

• Assessment while students are forming

understanding

• Helps the teacher form plans



Why Student Voice Formative 

Assessment?

 Makes learning meaningful for each 
student

 Students take ownership of own learning

 Students articulate understanding and 
build on that understanding

 Students self-regulate their learning

Simpson, M. & Davies, L. (n.d.) Personalizing student learning in a high performance 
“evidence based” education system.  Powerpoint presentation.



Exit Slip

Your name:  _________________

1. What was the Learning Target for the lesson today?

2. On the scale below, draw an X where you think you are, in relation to meeting the 

target.

1 2 3 4 5           
I really don’t                    I am working on                I know how to do                 I can do this              I know this so well

know how to                   this but  am not                this but don’t have              well all the time.            I  can show 

do this.                        very sure of myself.                 It mastered.                                         someone else                                                 

how to do it.

3. What resources do you have to get closer to the target?



Exit Post-It Notes

At the end of class, students describe their current skill or understanding 

by writing on post-it notes.



Target Poster

As a closure activity, 

students write on a 

post-it note:

“Right now, I can…”

and place on the 

target poster to 

show relation to the 

bulls-eye.



Target Poster—

Lesson series

If the target spans 

several lessons, students 

reflect on progress at 

the end of each lesson.

Yellow = 1st day

Blue = 2nd day

Purple = 3rd day

Pink = 4th day







The Venn Diagram Poster  -- for 2 Learning Targets

This was used by a math teacher during a 100-minute class period. Midway through the 

class (when students took lunch break), each student put her/his name on a post-it note, 

and placed it on the poster to show if they felt they could meet target 1, target 2, or both 

targets. The teacher then knew how she wanted to spend the rest of the class time.

Target 1:  I can…                   Target 2: I can…



Daily Journal Entries

Student writes in a 

journal each day to 

reflect on progress 

toward target.



Yearly Targets

Student checks:

4 Deep Understanding

3 Met Standard

2 Some Understanding

1 Not Yet

and attaches evidence to 

demonstrate.



Semester Learning Targets

Student records progress at four 

times throughout the semester.

1    I can do this easily.

2    I need a little review before      

I can do this.       

3    I have been taught this   

information, but I never 

really knew how to do this.

4    I do not know how to do this.



Geometry: Ch. 9 Quiz Reflection Sheet

Problem Learning Target Right? Wrong?

Simple 

Mistake?

More 

Study?

1 Understanding of Central Angle

2 Understanding of Inscribed Angle

3

Central Angle and corresponding 

minor arc

4 Exterior Angle:  Missing Arc

5 Missing arc given a circle

6

Triangle formed using radii is 

isosceles

7 Central Angle

8 Inscribed Angle

9 Intercepted Arc

Students take quiz and get graded quizzes back. They analyze their 

results. Based on who needs more study on each topic, teacher creates 

groups to study together.



Semester Learning Targets



Learning Target: I can calculate the speed, 
direction, and/or acceleration of an 
object during a given time interval.                                                      

2

1

4

3

5

SmartBoard Notebook Page
Draw a line. Above the line write the learning target. Below the line, paste pictures of 

your students.  At the end of the lesson, students drag their pictures to the line to 

indicate their progress toward the target.



Write/Draw/Talk about what you have learned

•I explored…

•I am confused about…

•I can do ______ because:

•The most challenging 

thing was ______ 

because:

•I know this better now 

because:

•I am most proud of ____ 

because:

•I shared…



3/2/1 Strategy

After completing a task or new learning, have the 

students generate the following:

3 new facts OR        3 things I learned

2 new ideas 2 questions I still have

1 question I still have 1 way this is important to me

How can I learn the                         How can I learn the

answer to my question                     answer to my questions



RAP

 R – Restate the target or question in your 

own words

 A – Answer the question or address 

whether you’ve met the target

 P – Prove It!



Next Time/ By

This is easy to do for little ones. 

Circle the picture that shows how you feel about how you did on 
this task.

Next time I will ________________ by _________________

Example: Next time I will get a smiley face or all the answers right 
by practicing at home every day.

The goal is to have the children make a connection between their 
own efforts and their success in meeting their goals. 



Where Am I?

Do this at the beginning, middle and end of a lesson or 

series of lessons to measure progress.

Use the scale below to show where you are in meeting the 

target

Not so much I’ve got it! 

Explain your placement on the scale:

If you’re not at I’ve Got It! What would help you get there?:



Highlight Your Proof

Using a highlighter, mark the areas in your work that show 

proof of understanding. Write a brief explanation for how 

this shows evidence of understanding and a new learning 

goal.



Qwizdom?

Students use Qwizdom 

remotes to indicate 

progress toward 

target
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What to Do With Student Voice

Formative Assessment

 Everybody on track?  Proceed as planned.

 Everybody confused? Reteach.

 Students vary in progress toward target? 

Differentiate. 



Time to get

Evidence in Student Voice

from YOU!
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